VINTAGE
2023

VARIETAL
100% Merlot

APPELLATION
Dry Creek Valley

VINEYARD / ELEVATION
Salmon's Leap, 2001t

SOILS
Sandy loam

PRUNING / TRELLIS
Cane pruned / Lyre/ VSP

VINES / ROOTSTOCK / CLONE
30+ Years, 110R, Clone 337

HARVEST DATE
October 2023

HARVEST YIELD

3.81 tones per acre
ALCOHOL / TA / pH

14.5% / 3.68/5.8gL
FILTERING

Unfined / Unfiltered / Vegan

WOOD PROGRAM
100% French/ 20% New Oak

CELLARING POTENTIAL
10 Years

CASES PRODUCED
400 cases

WINEMAKER
Nick Goldschmidt

wine@goldschmidtvineyards.com

MERLOT 2023
DRY CREEK VALLEY
SALMON'S LEAP

VINEYARD NOTES
The fruit for our delicious Merlot wine hails from our
personal 4-acre Salmons Leap Vineyard at our home
in Dry Creek Valley. The valley's river soils provide
sufficent water retention to ward off dehydration, but
not enough to allow the vigorous Merlot variety to
over-produce. Cane-pruning further ensures desired
sugar and tannin levels. Too often Merlot under
delivers; dry tannins and a distinct lack of fruit prevail
instead of depth and volume of fruit in the mouth. We
look for a Cabernet-type of Merlot; one that is full,
ripe, and totally over-delivers. Fresh fruit is the order
of the day, but fruit with depth and complexity that
only comes from superior vineyards and meticulous
winemaking.

VINTAGE NOTES
The 2023 vintage was marked by a cool growing
season, abundant rainfall, and slow ripening, yielding
dense, balanced wines with moderate alcohol. Delayed
bud break and

November, as deep-rooted vines appeared to prioritize

veraison pushed harvest into

water uptake over sugar accumulation. This extended
hang time allowed for exceptional tannin and flavor

TASTING NOTES
Deep ruby with garnet edges, this expressive Merlot
opens with ripe black cherry, plum skin, boysenberry,
and blueberry, layered with cocoa powder and hints of
crushed graphite that reflect Dry Creek Valley’s
structure-driven terroir. The palate is silky and
balanced, offering dark berry fruit and red plum
alongside fine-grained tannins and vibrant acidity.
Subtle notes of mocha and dusty earth add savory
depth, leading to a long, mineral-tinged finish with
lingering cherry compote. Elegant and polished, this is
a structured, Cabernet-adjacent expression of Merlot
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